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This M onth, (Seasonally Adjusted) ltemsin Short Supply
Index  Direction Rate of change Bronze powder for sintered parts.
Production 58.1 Expanding  Faster Heavy duty off-road drive train components
New Orders 53.3 Expanding  Slower
Prices 65.7 Increasing  Slower Commentsform the survey respondents:
Inventories  52.0 Expanding  From Contracting
Employment 46.6 Contracting From Expanding “Paperboard and resin causing price hikes of 2% - 8%.”
Deliveries 57.5 Slower Faster “...customer base is re-stocking for the construction season.”
Mfg Sector 53.5 Expanding  Slower “Current business is slow to moderate with high potential for near
future large scale orders.”
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Not Seasonally Adjusted

The Production level was:

HIGHER SAME LOWER INDEX LAST Yr
Mar 37.5% 43.8% 18.7% 59.4 55.9
Jan 33.3% 41.7% 25.0% 54.2 41.7

The Production Index gained 5.2 points since January,
indicating continued growth.
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New Orders were reported:

HIGHER SAME LOWER INDEX LAST Yr.
Mar 43.8% 25.0% 31.2% 56.3 47.1
Jan 50.0% 33.3% 16.7%  66.7 36.2

The New Order index lost 10.4% from January. However, the
index is up 9.2% from the same time last year.
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Commodity Prices are:

HIGHER SAME LOWER INDEX LAST Yr.
Mar 37.5% 56.3% 6.2% 65.7 29.4
Jan 33.3% 66.7% 0.0% 66.7 50.0

The Commodity Price Index slipped 1 point since January, but
is 36.3% higher than a year ago.

COMMODITY PRICING - DIFFUSION INDEX

Inventories of purchased goods were:

HIGHER  SAME LOWER INDEX LAST Yr.
Mar 37.5% 31.3% 31.2% 53.2 35.3
Jan 25.0% 41.7% 33.3% 458 27.8

The Inventories Index jumped 7.4% in response to the
increases in new orders and production the previous month.
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Employment levels were:

HIGHER  SAME LOWER INDEX LAST Yr.
Mar 18.8% 56.3% 25.0%  46.9 50.0
Jan 25.0% 58.3% 16.7% 54.2 41.7

The Employment Level Index fell 7.3% in March as a quarter
of the respondents reported lower employment levels.
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Vendor deliveries were:

SLOWER SAME FASTER INDEX LAST Yr.
Mar 25.0% 62.5% 12.5% 56.3 53.0
Jan 0.0% 91.7% 8.3% 459 66.7

The Vendor Deliveries Index climbed 10.4% indicating
greater demand coupled with the lower inventory levels
maintained by suppliers during the recession.
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